
Side-by-Side Timelines 
 

American History History of American Higher Education 
• 1607 – Jamestown founded  
• 1620 – Mayflower lands at Plymouth  
 • 1636 – College at Newtown (Harvard) 
 • 1693 – William & Mary 
• Mid-1700s – 1st Great Awakening • 1701 – College of New Haven (Yale) 
 • 1740 – College of Philadelphia 

(University of Philadelphia) 
• 1746 – College of New Jersey 

(Princeton) 
• 1754-1763 – French and Indian War • 1754 – King’s College (Columbia) 
 • 1764 – College of Rhode Island (Brown) 

• 1765 – Blackstone writes regarding 
common law that a father may 
delegate parental authority to 
discipline to a schoolmaster (in loco 
parentis) 

• 1766 – Queen’s College (Rutgers) 
• 1769 – Dartmouth College 

• 1775-1783 – Revolutionary War  • 1776 – Phi Beta Kappa – 1st Greek, a 
literary society 

• 1803 – Louisiana Purchase  
 • 1817 – Harvard Law School founded 

• 1819 – Dartmouth case – established 
public and private universities 

• 1823 – The Monroe Doctrine • 1824 – Jefferson founds the University 
of Virginia with electives and the first 
attempts at student government 

• 1825 – Kappa Alpha, first social Greek 
• 1829 – Yale Report, the “furniture and 

discipline” of the mind 
• Early/Mid-1800s – 2nd Great Awakening • 1833 – Oberlin College – Quake college 

open to all  
• 1836 – Wesleyan Female College 
• 1837-1851 – Universities of Minnesota, 

Iowa, Wisconsin, and Michigan 
• 1846 – Iowa receives statehood • 1842 – Cheyney State College – 1st 

HBCU established by the Quakers 
• 1857 – Dred Scott case  



 
• 1860 – The Pony Express 
• 1861-1865 – Civil War 

• 1862 – 1st Morrell Act – land-grants 
• 1866 – Pratt v. Wheaton College – 

supports Wheaton prohibition of secret 
(Greek) societies; affirms in loco 
parentis 

• 1869 – Charles Eliot named president 
of Harvard 

 • 1870s – The “Wisconsin Idea” 
• 1876 – Johns Hopkins founded, 1st 

research university 
 • 1890 – 2nd Morrell Act – HBCUs 

established as a compromise 
• 1891 – LaBaron Russell Briggs at 

Harvard, 1st dean of students 
• 1892 – Alice Freeman Palmer at the 

University of Chicago, 1st dean of 
women 

• 1896 – Plessy v. Ferguson – separate 
but equal compromise 

• 1896 – 1st Student Union founded at 
the University of Pennsylvania 

• 1901 – McKinley assassinated 
• 1903 – Wright Brothers 
• 1905 – Einstein’s relativity 
• 1908 – Model T 

• 1901 – 1st College Board exams 

• 1912 – Titanic  
• 1914-1918 – World War I 
• 1919-1931 – Prohibition  

• 1916 – National Association of Deans of 
Women (NADW) founded – now 
National Association of Women (NAW) 

• 1919 – National Association of Deans 
and Advisors of Men (NADAM) founded 
– now NASPA 

• 1920 – 19th Amendment—women’s 
suffrage 

• 1921 – Lindberg’s flight 
• 1927 – Heisenberg Principle 
• 1929 – Stock market crash 

• 1924 – ACPA founded 
• 1925 – AAUP conference affirms 

academic freedom and tenure 

• 1931 – Empire State Building 
• 1938-1945 – World War II 
• 1939 – Wizard of Oz in color 

• 1930 – University of Chicago introduces 
the Great Books curriculum 

• 1932 – University of Minnesota’s 
General College 

• 1937 – Student Personnel Point of View 
(SPPV) developed by ACE 



 
• 1941 – Pearl Harbor 
• 1945 – Atomic Bomb 
• 1946-1989 – Cold War 

• 1940 – AAUP develops its Statement of 
Principles 

• 1944 – Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 
(G.I. Bill) – student aid for veterans 

• 1945 – Harvard’s Redbook – formalizes 
general and specific education 

• 1949 – ACE develops the SPPV II – adds 
creative problem solving, teaching 
democracy, and international 
perspective 

• 1950 – Einstein’s general relativity 
• 1950-1953 – Korean War 
• 1950-1956 – McCarthy 
• 1957 – Sputnik  

• 1951 – NADAM renamed NASPA 
• 1954 – Brown v. Board of Education – 

separate is not equal 

• 1960 – 1st televised presidential 
debate 

• 1961 – Bay of Pigs 
• 1962 – Cuban Missile Crisis 
• 1963 – JFK assassinated 
• 1965 – Malcolm X assassinated 
• 1968 – MLK assassinated 
• 1968 – RFK assassinated 

• 1961 – Dixon v. Alabama State Board 
of Education – universities cannot 
arbitrarily sanction students; the end 
of in loco parentis 

• 1962 – Neil Sanford’s work on 
challenge and support, early student 
development effort 

• 1964 – Title VI – no discrimination 
based on race, color, or national origin 

• 1965 – Higher Education Act – merges 
legislation addressing higher 
education,provides for federal student 
aid 

• 1968 – Navajo Community College, 1st 
tribal college 

• 1968-1975 – Tomorrow’s Higher 
Education (T.H.E.), initiated by ACPA, 
explores the viability of student 
development/philosophy of the 
profession 



 
• 1970 – Kent State 
• 1973 – Watergate  

• 1972 – Title IX – amendment to the 
1965 Higher Education Act – no 
discrimination based on sex 

• 1972 – Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act expands work-study 

• 1973 – Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act – prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of disability 

• 1974 – Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), also known as the 
Buckley Amendment – defines 
academic records and protects their 
privacy 

• 1975 – Counsil of Student Personnel 
Associations (COSPA) addresses theory 
and practice in student affairs 

• 1978 – Tarasoff v. Regents of the 
University of California, universities 
have tort responsibility to protect off-
campus persons; limits to counselor 
confidentiality 

• 1978 – Bakke v. Regents of the 
University of California, establishes 
narrow use of affirmative action 

• 1978 – Navajo Community College Act 
• 1981 – Columbia launched 
• 1986 – Challenger crashes 
• 1989 – Berlin Wall falls 

• 1980 – Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act – begins the shift from 
grants to loans 

• 1983 – Mullins v. Pine Manor College, 
colleges must provide reasonable care 
to protect students (tort law) 

• 1984 – Corso v. Creighton, due process 
must follow stated policy (contract 
law) 

• 1986 – 1st CAS standards 
• 1987 – Civil Rights Restoration Act 

defines “program” as all operations of 
an institution 



 
• 1990-1991 – Desert Storm 
• 1991 – Collapse of USSR 
• 1993 – 1st WTC bombing 
• 1994 – O.J. Simpson case 
• 1995 – Oklahoma City bombing 

• 1990 – Campus Security Act adds the 
student right-to-know provisions 

• 1991 – Furek v. University of 
Delaware, UD cited for non-
enforcedment of anti-hazing policies 

• 1992 – Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act adds a sexual assault 
victims bill of rights; emphasizes 
accreditation 

• 1993 – Nero v. Kansas State University, 
dangerous person accused of rape 
moved to a single-sex hall, later a 
coed hall for summer, rapes a student 
(tort law) 

• 1998 – Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act – expands crime statistic 
reporting requirements and allows for 
parental contact in cases of drug and 
liquor law violations; emphasizes 
student learning in accreditation 

• 2000 – Bush-Gore election; Bush v. 
Gore 

• 2001 – 9-11 
• 2002 – Columbia crashes 
• 2003 – War in Iraq 

• 2001 – Stanton v. University of Maine 
System, university has tort 
responsibility for safety for pre-
orientation athletes 

• 2005 – Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act? 

 


